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ZPMC UPGRADES THREE 
STS CRANES AT PORT OF 
BARCELONA.

The Barcelona Europe South Terminal (BEST), which is 
operated by Hutchison Ports, has become one of the 
most modern container terminals in the world and is 
now the fastest-growing European port.  Upgrading the 
performance of portside cranes can significantly increase 
productivity on larger vessels whilst reducing downtime to 
a minimum.

Eelco de Lange, ZPMC Crane Upgrades Director 
commented, “We are delighted to have completed 
this project for Hutchison Ports. It demonstrates 
the significant expertise and capability within our 
organisation. With the cranes originally built by ZPMC, 
our engineering team in Shanghai hold all the original 
calculations and drawings. This means we can pre-check 
the possibilities for this type of upgrade and ensure the 
cranes’ structural integrity remains uncompromised.

“The engineering calculations, site management and 
material supplies were all handled directly by the ZPMC 
Crane Services team. We understand that downtime is a 
critical issue for our customers so our complete turnkey 
operation contributes significantly to the project being 
completed in the shortest time frame possible. 

ZPMC Crane Services has completed the heightening of three STS cranes,  
by 5 meters, at the Port of Barcelona.
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“Our Spanish team worked around the clock. All 
three cranes were heightened by 5 meters and the 
process, from jacking preparations until the legs were 
installed and welded, took just 5 weeks for all three 
cranes. This is a considerable achievement, given the 
fact that the cranes were fully welded and no flanged 
connection was available”.

Since launching its Crane Services organization at 
various locations around the world including Europe, 
USA and Middle East, ZPMC has become the market 
leader in crane heightening on the global stage.  Eelco 
de Lange, added, “We now have a huge reference 
list for successful crane upgrade projects around the 
world.  Our customers benefit from ZPMC not only 
being the original crane manufacturer but also through 
the strength of our specialist upgrades teams. Their 
engineering capabilities are really outstanding and the 
back-up of our on the ground operations contributes to 
a fully integrated solution.

“ZPMC has a local Service office in Valencia that 
contributed significantly to the success of this project 
and is very capable in handling all crane services 
requests in Spain.  An additional advantage is that ZPMC 
will continue its structural warranty on the crane and 
supply a new CE Certificate”, he added.

P O R T  P R O J E C T S  U P D A T E


